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Abstract  

The Maurya dynasty in early South Asia is said to have dominated most of the Indian subcontinent 
until recently. A review of ancient and historical data creates a new perspective on the Maurya 
kingdom, with less interest in territorial hegemony and more in relational networks. This perspective 
allows us to more thoroughly study the long-term patterns of interaction in the Moorish politics of 
the Protohistory (600 BC-600 AD). This concept exists outside of government authorities and can be 
extended to include a parallel network of contacts that has long been tolerated after the 
disappearance of various dynasties. The Maurya dynasty united most of the Indian subcontinent and 
established a strong central authority, resulting in an essential socio-economic framework and caste 
structure. 
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INTRODUCTION  

The name of King Ashoka suggests that he was a unique figure in Indian history. The world was 
completely unaware that a man named Ashoka existed in the historic lineage of early India. When 
James Principher deciphered King Ashoka's Brahmi Declaration, he could not know which monarch 
they were referring to. This is because most of them use versions of the two titles Devanampiya and 
Piyadasi to refer to King Ashoka. One of the most reliable archaeological sources for reconstructing 
Moorish history is the Ashokhan inscription. The inscription of King Ashoka seems to be the most 
reliable source for recreating the greatest rulers of the Maurya dynasty. The Edict of King Ashoka of 
the Maurya dynasty forms a unique branch of Indian inscription literature for several reasons. They 
provide the earliest records of the Brahmi and Karaosti characters in various forms of Prakrit and 
welcome the scarce speculative information that tradition provides about career, religion, politics, 
and the management of a powerful emperor. Shine light. Indians and the  greatest sons in the world. 
King Ashoka was the first monarch to engrave words on natural rocks and polished pillars for his 
people and officials. He used his inscription to declare that he believed in the law. As a result, many 
consider King Ashoka's law to be  his own religious guidance. In the 11th year of the reign, King 
Ashoka landed at Bodhi and visited the place where the Buddha was enlightened. King Ashoka met a  
Buddhist monk and decided to devote his  life to Dharma Vijaya or religious conquest rather than 
military conquest. Edicts carved into elaborate stone pillars  throughout his territory documented the 
rule of this Maurya Buddhist monarch. These edicts are one of the oldest deciphered texts in India. 
After his conversion, he sent numerous Buddhist diplomats throughout Asia to devise conquest 
strategies, including the appointment of some of the finest masterpieces of ancient Indian art. Due to 
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attempted assassinations, North Korean defectors from the Southern Prince, and controversy over 
succession, Ashoka's kingdom shrank after his death. The last emperor, Brihadratha, was born in 185 
BC. He was assassinated  by Pushyamitra, the commander-in-chief of his Brahmanism. He is believed 
to have founded the Shunga Empire, which ruled central India for almost a thousand years. The 
Nanda dynasty provided Chandragupta Maurya (324/321-297 BC) with a powerful army, which 
substantially conquered northern, northwestern, and significant parts of  the Indian peninsula. The 
origin and caste of the Maurya family remain ambiguous. The founder of the Maurya dynasty, 
Chandragupta (or Chandragupta Maurya), occupied the Punjab region from the southeastern border 
of Alexander's ancient kingdom. Chandragupta was able to concentrate his military victory in the east 
and south. He had to extend his rule in North India until the end of his reign. His son, Bindusara, 
continued to expand his empire to Deccan, eventually ending in what is now Karnataka. 

OBJECTIVES 

For all scholars, India's history has always been a fascinating subject. There are several studies that 
focus on life in ancient India. We often discuss our old texts' cultural history and wealth of 
information about different facets of human existence. Many management principles may be traced 
back to ancient texts. The main goal of this study is to track ancient India's economic growth under 
the Mauryan Empire. And to study it in order to pave our way to the "Next Economic Power" with a 
blend of fresh, developing thoughts and old knowledge. 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY  

To create this research, the data was mostly focused on a linguistic approach, with books authored by 
prominent academics and papers, as well as papers published in different national and international 
journals, serving as the common basis. As a result, this research was written using secondary data. 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE  

The Maurya dynasty founded the first and greatest monarchs to reign for only about 140 years and 
occupy an important position in the administrative history of ancient India. The  great strength of the 
dynasty was demonstrated during the reigns of Chandragupta Maurya , Bindusara, and King Ashoka. 
The abundant resources ensure that most of them are up-to-date and that interest in the Maurya 
dynasty continues to grow. The details are as follows. Megasthenes, the Seleucid ambassador of the 
Maurya capital Patna Liptra (Patna, Bihar), is now lost, but some, excerpts and excerpts of his work 
can be found in the work of Diodorus Siculus, Arrian, Strabo. they are: 

1)  On the other hand, the oldest part of the text, Chanakya's arthashastra, is probably from the 
3rd century BC. Therefore, it is about the same time as the Moorish era. 

2)  The most important source is the sculpture of King Ashoka, which contains the ruler's 
declaration in the form of an inscription on the rock surface and pillars of the exact location. 
This is one of the oldest stone documents found in India. 

3)  Mudra Rakshasa Rakshasa's Sanskrit historical drama Signet Ring, the last Prime Minister of 
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the Nanda monarch by Vishakhadatta  

  (4th century C.E.) explains that King Chandragupta Maurya came to power in northern India.  

Chanakya, his guru, Prime Minister  

4)  Many punched coins are attributed to the Maurya era, despite the lack of a monarchical sign or 
the name of the distributor. 

5)  Indica “Megasthenes” was Seleucus' envoy to Chandragupta Maurya's court at Pataliputra for 
many years about 300 B.C. Only fragments of his work Indica, which he wrote as a keen 
observer, have survived, as described by Diodorus, Strabo, and, most significantly, “Arria. 
Megasthenes” portrayal of the 7 "divisions" of Indian civilization is especially intriguing. They 
provide an intriguing and, in fact, the first comprehensive depiction of Indian society as seen 
by a European visitor to India's capital and surrounds. 

6)  Several Mauryan monuments have been uncovered;  

7)  Buddhist Literature Buddhist literature such as Jataka provides information on the socio-
economic situation of the Maurya era, and Buddhist history such as Mahawansa and 
Deepawansa sheds light on Ashoka's role in introducing Buddhism to Sri Lanka. The Tibetan 
Buddhist scripture Divyavadam describes Ashoka's efforts to spread Buddhism. 

SOURCES OF GOLDEN INDIAN HISTORY  

You can learn about the past from a variety of sources. The outline of these classifications is as 
follows. Evidence from archeology and literature. 

Evidence from archaeology: Physical objects such as historic buildings, tools, pottery, coins, 
weapons, paintings, crafts and other relics are examples of archaeological sources that provide 
important and comprehensive information about a particular time period. Much of what we know 
about prehistoric humans, the people of the Indus Valley, and other ancient civilizations comes from 
archaeological discoveries. The most common types of archaeological discoveries include coins, 
inscriptions, monuments and relics. 

Engravings: The pillars have the Edicts of Ashoka, which demonstrate his reign. Writings on stones 
are a rich source of historical information. Despite organic books such as parchment and papyrus, 
which were often copied by many authors throughout history and the early Middle Ages, stone 
markings reflect a timeless voice. Writings date back to the birth of literature and contain honorific, 
religious, educational, and administrative themes, as well as personal names and graffiti. Many old 
religious leaders employed stone writing as a legislative instrument to make radical or mystical 
claims. 

Monuments: Ancient structures which include temples, palaces, and forts are taken into 
consideration monuments. They give us statistics on people's lives and epochs. The sculptures at the 
frames of Qutub Minar, for example, keep in mind the early Delhi Sultans' manipulate, while the 
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Sanchi Stupa's carved paintings at the partitions and railings depict the Buddha's existence. 

Objects of interest: Artificial objects such as tools and works of art are called artifacts and are 
especially important in archeology. Historians use relics from the past to create paintings of ancient 
culture and religion. For example, the relics of the Harapan civilization, with the theme of austerity 
and fertility celebrations, show that these concepts entered Hinduism from early societies. Early 
human existence can be demonstrated through stoneware, pottery, buttons, gems and clothing found 
in many places. 

Coins: Because coins are made of valuable metals like gold, silver, and copper, they are hard to break. 
The names of rulers are inscribed on them. They provide details like the ruler's birth and death dates. 
Roman coins discovered in India, for example, show that the Roman empire had ties to India. The 
major source of information on the Bactarian, Indo-Greeks, and Indo-Parthian dynasties is 
numismatics. These kingdoms' coins provide insight into India's coin artistic development. Portraits 
and characters, Hellenistic art, and dates on the coins of the western satraps of Saurashtra are all 
good materials for reconstructing the history of this time period. 

Sources of information: The major source of information for writing the  history of the Maurya 
dynasty is pragmatic theory, which is divided into 15 adicalnas or sections and one hundred eighty 
placaranas or subsections. There are about 6,000 Shloka. Shamasastri determined this book in 1909 
and correctly translated it. It's a book approximately flesh presser spirit and management. Its value 
stems from the truth that it gives a coherent and logical explanation of the  monetary and political 
problems of the Maurya era, irrespective of  date or creator. The Edicts of Ashoka and the 
administrative facts of Arthashastra, Arttacstiram are very similar, showing that the Moorish emperor 
is acquainted with his paintings. As a end result, his Arthashastra presents essential and credible 
facts approximately the Moorish authorities and social and political scenario 

Economy: Both trade and commerce was open and exclusive issues. The nation, like the general 
public, was free to participate in the economic life itself. Estimates were used to generate income for 
the Imperial Government (and war supplies). The landlord also owned abandoned forest plots, forest 
plots, hunting forests, and conference rooms as surpluses. National control of coins, mining, salt 
production, weapons manufacturing, shipbuilding. Governments can own and operate businesses just 
like the average person. Currency, mining, salt production, weapons production, and boat production 
were all under his authority. The arterial roads connecting the kingdom and the  world of Western 
Greece were carefully maintained and protected with pillars and shields indicating departments and 
paths. Authorities cautioned to eliminate the Buccaneers as boats traveled down the Ganges and its 
tributaries, and to distant coasts such as Sri Lanka, China, Africa and Arab ports. 

Administration: The ruler served as  head of state and commanded the military, civil servants, 
statutory officials and legislatures. He was rebuked by a panel that included a chief pastor, treasurer, 
general, and priest. The governor was generally formed throughout the kingdom under the 
supervision of the rulers of the empire. A department that manages, supervises, and supervises 
machinery and crafts, manufacturing, general trade and commerce, foreigners, project costs, land and 
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water systems, gardening, forests, metal foundries, mines, roads, and open structures. High-ranking 
government officials were expected to carry out scrutiny trips to confirm that the government was 
fulfilling its promises. In addition, the monarchy had a large standing  army and a large network of 
secret agents. When Ashoka, the third King of the Maurya dynasty, abandoned the war, his Lord's 
army was not completely abolished. The warriors surrounded the majority of the people who lived 
around the ranch. When there was no war, the soldiers only had to fight and did not need to support 
the king in any other way. Without war, they could do whatever they wanted to do. Infantry, rangers, 
navy, tanks, elephants, and coordination were all part of each division's arsenal. The warriors were 
paid from state funding, and the state provided weapons and equipment. Infantry fought with a 
variety of weapons, including human-length bows (and bolts), loudspeaker shields, spears, and giant 
swords. The mounted army rode on a bare chest armed with only a spear and a round shield. 
Pushyamitra, the president of Ashoka and the founder of the Shunga School, killed the Maurya ruler 
after his death. The collapse of the kingdom is due to many factors, most notably its vastness and its 
weak successor to Ashoka. After Ashoka's death, the remote kingdom began to show independence.  

DISCUSSION 

Traditional outbreaks combine choice, technology, and technological capabilities with aspects of 
nature and cannot be predicted on the basis of population density alone. For example, the exact 
placement of the inscription on Ashoka's Live Rock Declaration would have been achieved by 
accurate personnel (professional masons or sculptors) using accurate landscape estimation criteria 
for planning. These criteria included environmental cues such as the use of proper stones, aesthetic 
aspects such as the existence of highways and tourist routes, and the involvement of densely 
populated areas represented by cities, communities and Buddhist organizations. .. The sculptors are 
most likely part of a small group, similar to the sculptors that Weimann and Rosen (1990) described 
as "skilled artists traveling." The existence of small groups whose activities were limited to the 
Ashokhan period (thus demonstrating the excellence of  literary content and the sophistication of 
rock carvings) is  further substantiated by the fact that the type of inscription changed after the 3rd 
century BC. I am. changed. Individual and group donations to religious groups were still made at the 
stele. On the other hand, the text of the living rocks of the royal family is rare and appears as a single 
example rather than a series of similar editions (for example, the Pillar of Heliodros in East India 
from the 2nd century BC to the 1st century BC.  

The usage of the materials is all a significant initial phase in pinpointing districts where further 
Ashokan engravings could be found. Long haul associations with nearby populaces could help a 
precise examination program in chosen areas for development, particularly since South Asian 
paleontology and old records are covered with instances of beforehand obscure spots, engravings, 
and relics being found by non-scholastics. Scholastics may now widen public commitment to 
investigation by joining portable innovation and easy to use GIS applications to develop monstrous 
informational indexes that increment forecast power, because of new information stockpiling and 
spread advancements. In 'resident science' interfaces, like those in organic science and science (like 
India's Common Bird Initiative). Pictures with geo-areas, for example, those taken with mobile 
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phones, could permit researchers to investigate "resident" sightings, which could then be finished 
with follow-up visits by archeologists and epigraphers; the volume of pictures could likewise give an 
approach to checking condition and protection over the long run. The developing interest in the 
Indian subcontinent as the beginning of Buddhism has supported nearby and overall cooperation in 
heritage revelations, guaranteeing the conservation of any recently uncovered decrees. 

The acceptance of such inscriptions by the general public is essential to their preservation. For 
example, a developer on the outskirts of Delhi recognized the Bahapur inscription "when it was about 
to be blown away to build a estate." The sculpture becomes part of the environment, thereby making 
it known to the inhabitants. Residents feel obliged to tell others about their findings. Models can offer 
new perspectives as well as new ideas, especially in places where field research is not possible, such 
as Syria and Mongolia.  

The results can be incorporated into next-generation HYDE-like models to meet the demand for 
"more complete and spatially explicit models". History is more than a chronological catalog of events. 
It is enough to record and measure the event. Events are categorized and evaluated for posterity. 
Those who learn from history are unlikely to repeat it, and those who ignore it will almost certainly 
do so. In difficult scenarios, good historical data can help you make better decisions. History is a two-
way path when it comes to learning. Learning about the early days of the present is part of seeing the 
present through the prisms of the past. It is correct to say that the mission of the story is to help 
understand both the past and the present by showing the interrelationship between the past and the 
present. Imperial, national, conventional, and Marxist history, as well as imperial, national, and 
conventional history, is all covered in this review. 

Scholars and legislators have regarded the Maurya dynasty as a glorious era in South Asia. South Asia 
is a regional nation united by Buddhism, devoted to pursuing the borders of the British Raj at its best. 
The slow promotion of both literature and archeology encourages us to revisit this myth. 
Nevertheless, archaeological evidence has not yet been given the same weight as textual evidence, 
and what appears at a smaller level does not necessarily appear at a larger level. In the next part, we 
will explore these issues, including a study of the Lumbini archaeological site and a more detailed 
investigation of the Maurya dynasty. Anyway, Maurya India is a fascinating subject in itself, but it also 
talks a lot about how past values and history in today's society are created. The detached nature of 
the material forced it to be integrated into a larger story, but the conditions for the rediscovery of 
Chandragupta-the rule of British India-evoked a wide variety of spirits and emotions. However, all of 
these have one thing in common. It is in the second half of the 4th century BC. BC is considered a 
turning point in the history of the Indian subcontinent. This is generally true. The Maurya dynasty 
ruled the entire history of India's national organization, and its ruler's study of the ultimate belief 
system and organization continued long after the collapse of the empire. 

CONCLUSION  

Despite the poor quality of many archaeological finds, this research article shows that there is a 
considerable collection of architectural and artistic relics that may be attributed to the Maurya 
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dynasty. The question now is how much we need to  go into the past  to find the answer to today's 
question. A thorough analysis of past and present problems reveals some similarities. History cannot 
be completely rejected, but it is foolish to think that we can dig a lot of the past to provide answers to 
modern problems based on some unusual analogies. For example, the Moorish regime and the 
modern Indian regime both have some similarities because they contain elements of centralization 
and decentralization. However, it would be misleading to say that the Indians are aware of the federal 
system and, because of this similarity, introduced it long before other countries in the world 
recognized it. Federalism is a modern concept that focuses on the separation of powers declared 
between the federal  and state governments. The constitution is supposed to be in writing. I can't say 
for sure that ancient India had an equivalent concept of constitutional government, but there is some 
evidence that it is. As a result, the past is valuable, but it cannot be duplicated in its current state. It 
must be seen from the perspective of today's world. While slogans like "Back to the Vedas" evoke 
strong emotions, our balanced and critical analysis of  past and history concludes that it is not a 
reliable source of answers to today's challenges. .. Instead, in this era of technology, we must 
"rediscover" India by recognizing the cultural beginnings of India and becoming accustomed to 
rituals. The elements of modernization have had a great impact on many aspects of India's society 
and culture, but they have not erased the  core framework and structure of the country. They gave 
Indians new choices and lifestyle choices, but the foundations are so simple and rich that  many 
Indians absorb various modern advances without sacrificing their "Indianness". Did. In other words, 
they can combine new contributions with choices that support some aspects of their cultural identity. 

*Teacher 
Department of History    

Govt. Senior Secondary School.  
Papra, Pahari Bharatpur (Raj.) 

 

REFERENCES  

1. Sugandhi, N. (2012). 9 Conquests of Dharma: Network Models and the Study of Ancient 
Polities. Archeological Papers of the American Anthropological Association, 22(1), 145-163.  

2. Mandava, S. B. (2011). GIS tool to demonstrate Mauryan Empire (Doctoral dissertation, San 
Diego State University).  

3. Smith, M. L., Gillespie, T. W., Barron, S., & Kalra, K. (2016). Finding history: the locational 
geography of Ashokan inscriptions in the Indian subcontinent. Antiquity, 90(350), 376-392.  

4. Chakravarti, R. (2016). Mauryan Empire. The Encyclopedia of Empire, 1-7.  

5. The Maurya empire boundless world history.  

6. The mauryan Empiree_eGyankosh Unit16.pdf by P Gulati 2020.  



AIJRA Vol. III Issue II www.ijcms2015.co  ISSN 2455-5967 

 

Mauryan Empire Indian History’s Golden Era   

Agni Singh  

 

27.8 

7. Administration System of the Mauryan empire (c. 325 – 185 BC).  

8. Bhattacharya, A. Asoka and his religious beliefs.  

9. Finding history: the locational geography of Ashokan inscriptions in the Indian subcontinent 
Published online by Cambridge University Press: 06 april 2016 Monica L. Smith, Thomas W. 
Gillespie, Scott Barron and Kanika Kalra.  

10. The Archaeology of Early Historic South Asia: The Emergence of Cities and States F. R. Allchin, 
George Erdosy Cambridge University Press, 07-Sep-1995 .  

11. Wayman, A., & Rosen, E. (1990). The rise of Mahayana Buddhism and inscriptional evidence at 
Nagarjunakonda. Indian Journal of Buddhist Studies, 2(1), 49-65. 


