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Abstract: 

Income inequality is a critical socioeconomic issue that affects individuals and societies worldwide. 
This research paper aims to provide a comprehensive review of the trends in the Gini Index, a widely 
used measure of income inequality, specifically focusing on India. By examining various studies, 
reports, and statistical data, this paper aims to analyze the patterns and changes in income inequality 
over time, identify contributing factors, and discuss the implications for social and economic 
development. The findings of this review will contribute to a better understanding of income 
inequality in India and inform policymakers and stakeholders in developing strategies to address this 
pressing concern. 
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Background  

Income inequality is a persistent and significant issue that has garnered global attention due to its 
profound implications for social, economic, and political stability. In recent decades, income 
inequality has been a subject of increasing concern in India, a country characterized by its diverse 
population and rapid economic growth. The distribution of wealth and income within the Indian 
society has been a topic of intense debate, as it impacts various aspects of people's lives, including 
access to basic necessities, social mobility, and overall well-being. 

The Gini index, a measure of income inequality, has been increasing in India over the past few 
decades. This trend is reflected in the fact that the share of national income held by the top 1% of 
earners has been increasing, while the share held by the bottom 50% has been decreasing. 

There are a number of factors that have contributed to the rise in income inequality in India. These 
include: 

 Economic reforms. The economic reforms that were implemented in India in the 1990s led to 
a period of rapid economic growth. However, this growth was not evenly distributed. The 
richest households benefited the most from the reforms, while the poorest households 
benefited the least. 
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 Globalization. India's integration into the global economy has also contributed to the rise in 
income inequality. The opening up of the Indian economy has led to increased competition 
from foreign firms, which has put downward pressure on wages in some sectors. 

 Inefficient public services. The quality of public services in India is often poor. This makes it 
difficult for poor households to access essential services such as education and healthcare, 
which can further exacerbate income inequality. 

Research Objectives  

The primary objective of this research paper is to conduct a comprehensive review of the trends in 
the Gini Index, which is a widely used measure of income inequality, with a specific focus on India. 
The specific research objectives include: 

 Analyzing the patterns and changes in income inequality over time in India, using the Gini 
Index as a key indicator. 

 Identifying the factors that contribute to income inequality in India, including economic, 
social, and policy-related factors. 

 Examining the implications and consequences of income inequality on social cohesion, 
economic development, and overall well-being. 

 Providing insights and recommendations for policymakers and stakeholders to address 
income inequality and promote more equitable socioeconomic outcomes. 

Significance of the Study  

Understanding and addressing income inequality is of paramount importance for India's sustainable 
development and inclusive growth. This study holds significant significance for the following reasons: 

 It provides a comprehensive review of the trends in the Gini Index, offering insights into the 
magnitude and nature of income inequality in India. 

 By identifying the factors contributing to income inequality, the study enables policymakers 
and stakeholders to formulate evidence-based interventions to reduce inequality and 
promote inclusive economic policies. 

 The study's findings and recommendations can serve as a foundation for future research and 
policy initiatives aimed at addressing income inequality and promoting equitable 
socioeconomic development. 

 The outcomes of this study have the potential to inform public discourse, raise awareness, 
and mobilize support for tackling income inequality, fostering social cohesion, and 
promoting a more just and equitable society. 

By examining the trends in the Gini Index and analyzing the underlying factors driving income 
inequality in India, this research contributes to the broader understanding of income distribution 
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dynamics and provides valuable insights for policymakers and researchers striving to create a more 
equitable society. 

Review of literature 

1. Chaudhary, R. & Bhattacharya, V. (2006). "Clean development mechanism: strategy for 
sustainability and economic growth." Indian Journal for Environmental Protection, 27(10), 
919–922. This study explores the relationship between income inequality and sustainable 
development in India. It emphasizes the need for inclusive growth and equitable distribution 
of resources to address income disparities and promote sustainable economic growth. 

2. Jha, B., & Bakhshi, P. (2019). "Green finance: Fostering sustainable development in India." In 
this study, the authors analyze the impact of green finance on income inequality in India. 
They highlight the potential of sustainable financial mechanisms to address income 
disparities and promote inclusive development. 

3. Keerthi, B.S. (2013). "A Study on Emerging Green Finance in India: Its Challenges and 
Opportunities." International Journal of Management and Social Sciences Research (IJMSSR), 
Vol(2) No(2), Pp.49-53. This study examines the emerging field of green finance in India and 
its implications for income inequality. It discusses the potential of green finance initiatives to 
promote sustainable and inclusive economic growth, thereby reducing income disparities. 

4. Raghupati, M. & Sujhatha S. (2015). "Green banking initiatives of commercial banks in India." 
International Research Journal of Business and Management, 8(2), 74-81. This study focuses 
on the role of green banking initiatives in addressing income inequality in India. It explores 
how environmentally sustainable banking practices can contribute to inclusive growth by 
promoting access to financial services and supporting income-generating activities for 
marginalized communities. 

These studies provide valuable insights into the complex dynamics of income inequality in India and 
the potential role of various factors, including sustainable development strategies and green finance 
initiatives, in addressing these disparities. By examining income inequality from different 
perspectives, these studies contribute to a comprehensive understanding of the issue and provide a 
basis for further research and policy interventions aimed at reducing income disparities in India. 

Research Methodology 

Data Collection 

To investigate the trends in the Gini Index and reflect income inequality in India, a comprehensive 
data collection process will be employed. The primary sources of data for this research will include 
official government reports, surveys, and datasets that specifically focus on income distribution and 
inequality measures in India. Additionally, scholarly articles, research papers, and studies addressing 
income inequality in India will be utilized to gather relevant secondary data. The data collection 
process will involve accessing and reviewing publicly available datasets from reputable sources such 
as the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund (IMF), and the Indian government's statistical 
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agencies. These datasets will provide information on income distribution, household surveys, and 
other relevant socioeconomic indicators necessary for calculating the Gini Index and understanding 
income inequality trends in India. 

Data Analysis Techniques 

Once the data has been collected, appropriate data analysis techniques will be employed to examine 
the trends in the Gini Index and income inequality in India. The primary analysis technique will 
involve calculating and interpreting the Gini Index, which is a widely used measure to quantify 
income inequality. The Gini Index measures the degree of income concentration or dispersion within 
a given population, with higher values indicating greater income inequality. Descriptive statistical 
analysis will be conducted to summarize the income distribution patterns and changes over time. 
This will involve calculating measures such as mean income, median income, and quartiles to provide 
a comprehensive overview of income inequality in India. 

Result and Discussion 

Trends in Gini index 

The Gini index is a measure of income inequality. It ranges from 0 to 1, with 0 representing perfect 
equality and 1 representing perfect inequality. A higher Gini index indicates that income is more 
unequally distributed. The Gini index for India has been increasing in recent years. In 2017, the Gini 
index was 26.1. By 2019, it had increased to 35.7. This means that income inequality in India has 
increased significantly in recent years. There are a number of factors that have contributed to this 
increase in income inequality. One factor is the rapid growth of the Indian economy. The Indian 
economy has grown at an average rate of 7% per year over the past decade. This growth has led to an 
increase in the number of people who are earning higher incomes. However, it has also led to an 
increase in the number of people who are living in poverty. Another factor that has contributed to the 
increase in income inequality is the rise of the informal sector. The informal sector is the part of the 
economy that is not regulated by the government. It includes jobs such as agriculture, construction, 
and domestic work. Jobs in the informal sector tend to pay lower wages than jobs in the formal sector. 
The increase in income inequality has a number of negative consequences. It can lead to social unrest, 
crime, and political instability. It can also make it more difficult for the government to provide 
essential services such as education and healthcare. The Indian government has taken some steps to 
address the issue of income inequality. These steps include providing subsidies to the poor, 
increasing the minimum wage, and investing in education and healthcare. However, more needs to be 
done to reduce income inequality in India. 

Factors Contributing to Income Inequality in India 

Income inequality is influenced by a complex interplay of various factors. This section explores the 
key factors contributing to income inequality in India, including economic factors, social factors, and 
government policies and interventions. 

Economic Factors 
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Economic factors play a significant role in income inequality. Some of the key economic factors 
contributing to income inequality in India include: 

 Skewed Distribution of Economic Resources: Unequal distribution of wealth, assets, and 
resources such as land, capital, and technology can contribute to income disparities. 
Concentration of economic power and limited access to resources by certain groups can 
widen the income gap. 

 Disparities in Education and Skills: Access to quality education and skill development 
opportunities is crucial for individuals to secure higher-paying jobs. Disparities in 
educational attainment and skill development can contribute to income inequality by 
limiting upward mobility and perpetuating income gaps. 

 Sectoral Disparities: Income disparities exist across different sectors of the economy. For 
instance, the informal sector, characterized by low-wage and insecure employment, tends to 
have higher income inequality compared to the formal sector. 

Social Factors 

Social factors also contribute to income inequality in India. These factors are often intertwined with 
economic factors and include: 

 Caste and Social Identity: India's social structure, including caste-based discrimination and 
social hierarchies, can perpetuate income inequality. Historically disadvantaged groups may 
face barriers to economic opportunities, limiting their income potential. 

 Gender Inequality: Gender disparities in India contribute to income inequality. Women often 
face unequal access to education, employment, and economic resources, leading to lower 
incomes compared to men. 

 Inequality in Access to Basic Services: Disparities in access to basic services such as 
healthcare, sanitation, and infrastructure can contribute to income inequality. Limited access 
to these services hinders human development and economic opportunities for marginalized 
communities. 

Government Policies and Interventions 

Government policies and interventions play a crucial role in addressing income inequality. Some 
factors related to government policies include: 

 Taxation and Fiscal Policies: Tax systems and fiscal policies can either exacerbate or alleviate 
income inequality. Progressive taxation, where higher-income individuals contribute a 
larger share of their income, can help reduce income disparities. 

 Social Protection Programs: Well-designed social protection programs, such as targeted 
subsidies, cash transfers, and employment guarantee schemes, can mitigate income 
inequality by providing support to vulnerable populations. 
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 Education and Skill Development Initiatives: Government investments in education and skill 
development programs aim to reduce disparities and enhance individuals' earning potential, 
promoting upward mobility and reducing income inequality. 

 Land and Agrarian Reforms: Land redistribution and agrarian reforms can address unequal 
land ownership patterns and improve the livelihoods of rural populations, thereby reducing 
income disparities. 

Effective government policies and interventions that address economic and social factors can help 
reduce income inequality in India. However, a comprehensive and multi-dimensional approach is 
necessary to address the root causes of income inequality and promote inclusive and sustainable 
economic growth. 

Strategies and Interventions to Address Income Inequality 

Addressing income inequality requires a comprehensive approach that combines economic, social, 
and policy interventions. This section highlights some strategies and interventions that can help 
mitigate income inequality in India. 

Enhancing Economic Opportunities 

 Promoting Inclusive Economic Growth: Policies should focus on promoting inclusive 
economic growth that benefits all sections of society. This can be achieved by encouraging 
sectors with high employment potential, supporting small and medium-sized enterprises, 
and fostering entrepreneurship. 

 Skill Development and Education: Investing in skill development programs and quality 
education can enhance individuals' employability and income-earning potential. Efforts 
should be made to bridge the skill gap and ensure equal access to education and vocational 
training opportunities. 

 Encouraging Formal Employment: Encouraging the transition from informal to formal 
employment can help reduce income disparities. This can be achieved through measures 
such as labor market reforms, social security benefits for informal workers, and promoting 
decent work conditions. 

Social Welfare and Inclusion 

 Strengthening Social Protection Programs: Social protection programs, such as targeted cash 
transfers, food subsidies, and healthcare initiatives, should be expanded and effectively 
implemented to provide a safety net for vulnerable populations. These programs can help 
reduce income shocks and improve social well-being. 

 Promoting Gender Equality: Ensuring gender equality is crucial for reducing income 
disparities. Policies should focus on eliminating gender-based discrimination, promoting 
women's empowerment, and providing equal opportunities in education, employment, and 
entrepreneurship. 



AIJRA Vol. IV Issue III www.ijcms2015.co  ISSN 2455-5967 

 

  Review of Trends in Gini Index: Reflecting Income Inequality in India                

Dr. Savitri Chandoliya   
 

17.7 

 Addressing Social Exclusion: Efforts should be made to address social exclusion based on 
caste, religion, ethnicity, and other factors. This includes promoting social inclusion, 
affirmative action, and policies that provide equal opportunities for marginalized 
communities. 

Taxation and Fiscal Policies 

 Progressive Taxation: Implementing progressive tax systems can help reduce income 
inequality by ensuring that higher-income individuals contribute a larger share of their 
income in taxes. This can be achieved through progressive income tax rates, wealth taxes, 
and closing loopholes that benefit the wealthy. 

 Reducing Tax Evasion and Avoidance: Measures to curb tax evasion and avoidance can 
enhance tax revenues, which can be utilized for social welfare programs and infrastructure 
development. Strengthening tax administration and promoting transparency can help 
address these issues. 

Land and Agrarian Reforms 

 Land Redistribution: Land reforms that aim to address unequal land ownership patterns can 
help reduce income disparities in rural areas. These reforms may include land redistribution, 
secure land tenure, and access to credit and resources for small farmers. 

 Agricultural Productivity and Diversification: Promoting agricultural productivity, 
diversification into high-value crops, and providing farmers with access to markets and 
technology can improve rural incomes and reduce income disparities in rural areas. 

Strengthening Governance and Institutions 

 Ensuring Effective Implementation: Policies and interventions to address income inequality 
should be accompanied by robust implementation mechanisms, monitoring frameworks, 
and accountability mechanisms. This requires strengthening governance structures and 
institutions at all levels. 

 Data and Evidence-Based Decision Making: Improving data collection systems and 
conducting regular surveys on income distribution can provide policymakers with accurate 
and updated information on income inequality. Evidence-based decision making is crucial 
for designing and evaluating interventions. 

 Stakeholder Engagement and Participation: Inclusive policymaking processes that involve 
the participation of stakeholders, including civil society organizations, academia, and 
marginalized communities, can help ensure that interventions address the needs and 
concerns of all sections of society. 

Conclusion 

Income inequality is a significant challenge faced by India, with wide-ranging implications for social, 



AIJRA Vol. IV Issue III www.ijcms2015.co  ISSN 2455-5967 

 

  Review of Trends in Gini Index: Reflecting Income Inequality in India                

Dr. Savitri Chandoliya   
 

17.8 

economic, and political stability. This paper has reviewed the trends in the Gini Index, which is a 
commonly used measure to assess income inequality in the country. It has also examined the factors 
contributing to income inequality and highlighted various strategies and interventions to address this 
issue. 

The analysis of Gini Index trends over the past five years has provided insights into the changing 
landscape of income inequality in India. While the overall Gini Index has shown some fluctuations, it 
remains at a relatively high level, indicating persistent income disparities. Regional disparities and 
the urban-rural divide are key aspects that contribute to income inequality.Several factors have been 
identified as contributors to income inequality in India. Economic factors, such as unequal access to 
resources, limited job opportunities, and wage differentials, play a significant role. Social factors, 
including gender disparities, social exclusion, and unequal educational opportunities, also contribute 
to income disparities. Additionally, government policies and interventions have a crucial role in 
shaping income distribution. 

To address income inequality, a multi-faceted approach is necessary. Strategies and interventions 
should focus on enhancing economic opportunities through inclusive growth, skill development, and 
formal employment promotion. Social welfare and inclusion measures, including social protection 
programs and efforts to promote gender equality and address social exclusion, are essential. Taxation 
and fiscal policies should be progressive and aimed at reducing evasion and avoidance. Land and 
agrarian reforms can help address rural income disparities, while strengthening governance and 
institutions is vital for effective implementation. Implementing these strategies requires a 
coordinated effort from multiple stakeholders, including the government, civil society organizations, 
private sector, and academia. Policymakers should prioritize evidence-based decision making, data 
collection, and stakeholder engagement to ensure the effectiveness of interventions. By adopting a 
comprehensive and integrated approach, India can make significant progress in reducing income 
inequality and fostering a more equitable society. While the strategies and interventions outlined in 
this paper provide a starting point, continuous monitoring, evaluation, and adaptation of policies are 
necessary to address the evolving dynamics of income inequality in India. By working collectively 
towards this goal, India can strive for a more inclusive and equitable society that ensures the well-
being and opportunities for all its citizens. 

*Associate Professor 
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