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Abstract:

A significant chunk of modern-day India was under the Mughal Empire's dominion at its heights
(1526-1540 and 1555-1707). Babur established the empire in 1526, and it kept growing steadily
until the start of the 18th century. The Muslim Delhi Sultanate dominated northern India before the
Mughals arrived. This indicates that tensions between Muslim leaders and Hindu populace existed
even in pre-Mughal India. Because Akbar the Great aimed to create a state where people might freely
practice their faith without fear of retaliation, tensions between Islam and Christianity decreased
under his rule. But the empire took a different turn once Aurangzeb came to power. The theological
conflict was made worse by the acts of this ruler and his successors. Religious disputes between
Muslims and Hindus, the rising economic independence of the kingdoms that made up the Mughal
Empire, and the expansion of European economic forces in the Indian subcontinent were some of the
causes that led to the fall of the empire. Providing an understanding of the Mughal emperors' attitude
toward the Rajputs is the main goal of the study.
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1. INTRODUCTION

The way the Mughal Empire treated the Rajputs contributed to its growth and unification. In actuality,
the domain's political needs had a significant role in its establishment. The lords' rigid beliefs were
not the only basis for the Mughal alliance with the Rajputs. In any event, a variety of factors and
circumstances influenced the strategy, such as the current situation, the sociosocial context, and the
distinct components' quest for power or autonomy. Rajput rulers were left in control of their
territories if they publicly courted them for marriage or accepted his status. They were given
important positions inside the state, and their management remained untouched. Nevertheless, they
were supposed to recognize the sovereign once a year. Akbar made a lot of effort to win over the
Hindus. He eliminated the jizya (survey fee) for non-Muslims and the costs incurred by Hindu
pioneers. Similarly, Hindu widows were not allowed to do sati. Similarly, the practice of treating
prisoners of war as slaves was abolished. According to Rajputhonorability, he made marriage
alliances with royal Rajput families and offered them high positions in the Mughal court as part of his
soothing of the Rajputs.

An open-minded, stringent policy condemned the amalgamation of people's cultures and emotions.
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Before Akbar, other Muslim monarchs had wed Rajput princesses. However, since he maintained
strong connections with the families, Akbar's openness helped these close bonds become a unifying
factor between two distinct civilizations. According to mythology, Akbar wed Harkha Bhai, also
known as Jodha, the daughter of Amber-based Raja Bhar Mal (also known as Bihari Mal). He also
weds Rajput princesses from Jaisalmer and Bikaner. Prince Salim, the offspring of Harkha Bhai, weds
Raja Bhagwan Das' little daughter. Under Akbar, Raja Man Singh, the son of Bhagwan Das, became the
most trusted person in the whole realm. Rajputs who refused to be married in any case received great
honors in Akbar's court. The administrations of exceptional warriors and chairmen for the area were
guaranteed by his Rajput approach. An specialist in income, Raja Todar Mal became the Diwan.

Birbal had joined Akbar. The Mughal Empire was overthrown by the Rajput territories of Mewar and
Marwar. The son of Rana Udai Singh, Rana Pratap Singh fought the Mughals till his death in 1597 by
refusing to acknowledge Akbar's suzerainty. The last battle between Rana Pratap Singh and the
Mughal military took place at Haldighati in 1576. Chandra Sen, the son of Maldeo Rathare, fought
against the Mughals till his death in 1581, despite the fact that his brother fought for the Mughals, the
king of Marwar (Jodhpur). Akbar chose Udai Singh, Chandra Sen's brother, to rule Jodhpur. Although
Akbar's most famous capital was at Agra, he eventually moved it to Fatehpur Sikri after rebuilding it.
This now-desolate city has a few other buildings, such as the magnificent Buland Darwaza and a
startling mosque.The Rajputs were devoted warriors who upheld Akbar's standards and the Mughal
Empire's distinction, demonstrating their worth. Akbar thus provided mansabs and motivators. The
Rajputs were enlisted in the Mughal military. A few of Mansabdars were created. Following the
sixteenth century, a number of Rajput leaders had strong relationships with them and provided them
with various administrations. Akbar was able to establish the Mughal Empire in India with the
assistance of the Rajputs.

2. METHODLOGY

The present research covers a broad range of issues and combined a qualitative approach with a
historical cum descriptive technique. This gives the impression that the people who are supposed to
see the study may in fact do so. The research looks at both primary and secondary sources of
information to support its conclusions. Data was collected during the investigation from a range of
sources, including books, online articles, printed publications, and international journals and
periodicals. In order to do a qualitative analysis of the secondary data and draw a conclusion, a tool
called the theme analytical tool was also used throughout the study process.

3. RESEARCH OBJECTIVES

To describe and analyze the Mughal monarchs' Rajput policy, with the view that Aurangzeb's
rejection of Akbar's Rajput policy was the primary cause of the Mughal Empire's demise.

4. DISCUSSION

The prestige of the Mughal Empire and the course of events were influenced by the manner the
Mughals handled the Rajputs. Indeed, it was typically intended to fulfill the domain's political needs.
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The Mughal conspiracy with the Rajputs was still unknown due to the particular rulers' dark and
horrifying beliefs. However, a number of factors and situations, including the nation's geo-key
position, the socio-social components, and the favored groups' fight for independence or uniqueness,
had an impact on approach. Babur fought with Rana Sanga against the Lodi. Sanga proceeded
according to Babur's plan of action, following his orders. Sanga was shocked by Babur's unexpected
arrival in the Gangetic Valley.

Afghan conspiracies and the Rana Sanga tried to impede Babur's advance on Delhi. Because of Sanga's
genuine relationship and its connection to Babur's brain, their fight was not very intense. The
objective was to resolve the issue by calming his warriors' strong emotions, even if Babur claimed
that the test against Sanga amounted to jihad. At Khanwa and Chanderi, Babur crushed Rana Sanga.
During Babur's rule, the relationships between the Mughals and Rajputs evolved in response to
political pressures rather than following clear and advantageous lines.

Humayun's father's method was maintained with regard to the Rajputs. However, he passed up a
special opportunity to get to know the Mewar Rajputs. He refused to back Mewar against Bahadur
Shah of Gujarat when Rani Karnvati of Mewar offered to surrender himself in one evening.
Additionally, he was unable to garner support for Maldeo of Marwar's anti-Sher Shah campaign.
Regarding Rajasthan, Humayun's predicament was primarily security-related; a confrontational
stance was put off till later. He became aware that intra-Mewar conflict was weakening Mewar's
power. Its tactical importance as a partner wasn't enough for Humayun. During the periods of
Humayun and Babur, when amicable relations could not be established and affiliation with the
Rajputs was mostly forbidden due to the Afghan problem, Akbar was the principal Mughul leader
who sought an organized approach toward the Rajputs. His approach to the Rajput system had many
components. Akbar took the lead. To get to his destination, he had to carry as much of India as
possible. Thus, it was essential that he restrain the Rajput rulers. The Rajputs' courage, perseverance,
boldness, combat prowess, etc., captivated Akbar. Instead of seeing them as his adversaries, he
relished the chance to get to know them. Despite having begun as a political partnership, Akbar's
collaboration with the Rajputs subsequently developed into a means of fostering closer Hindu-
Muslim connections, which helped to provide the rationale for a generally liberal, permissive
administration that ignored confidence and was open to everyone. In 1557, a Rajput army under the
command of Bhara Mal, the ruler of Amber, amazed Akbar by proving to him its unwavering
superiority. These connections suggested that political action may be taken without demanding that
Hindu customs be broken or Islam altered. They also didn't result in any odd partnerships between
the Mughals and Rajputs. Additionally, these alliances with the Rajputs were not formed to emphasize
opposition to external powers or to involve the Rajputs in military campaigns. In all honesty, such
conspiracies and marriage connections were common even before to Akbar's rule. In the same way,
the Akbar era was a time of individual dedication.

Akbar tried to build cordial ties with the leaders of the families, who finally submitted to him.
Political loyalty was thought to be best ensured by a single relationship. Public trust in Akbar as a
liberal leader grew as a result of his liberal initiatives between 1562 and 1564, which included the
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abolition of jiziya and the lowering of voyager fees. However, as a consequence of their acts, the
Mughals and Rajputs did not live in a fully harmonious atmosphere. For example, even though
Bhagwant Singh and Akbar were there during the Chittor conflict, the Rajputs maintained a
formidable defense. Akbar, on the other hand, gave the affair a serious twist by portraying the
religious leaders as ghazis and the struggle as jihad. But the primary purpose of this was to attract
officers for the next conflict.

Therefore, at the critical juncture, Akbar's attitude toward Rajputs falters. Rajputs, such as Rao Dalpat
Rai, received jagir in recognition of their outstanding support. The weakening of this link was also
influenced by marriage. In reality, hardly many Rajputs grew to be Akbar's close associates. For
example, Bharamal was granted charge over Agra while Akbar pushed on with the construction of the
Gujarat hall. Akbar's severe views, public tactics, and actions regarding Rajputs, however, were
developed along certain lines and were tolerated till later. Even though Akbar tried to create the
Rajput conspiracy, certain aspects of the previous procedure persisted.

Akbar's expedition in Gujarat significantly improved Mughal-Rajput ties. As heroes, the Rajputs were
systematically enlisted, and their pay grades were set for the first time.

0ddly, the Rajputs were assigned significant responsibilities and roles outside of Rajasthan. During
the Mirzas' revolt in Gujarat, Akbar was mostly reliant on Man Singh and Bhagwant Singh, two
Rajputs (Kachawahas).The Rana of Mewar refused to give up for their own convenience since they
wanted to regain Chittor. Regarding the standards for individual recognition, Akbar was clear. In the
meanwhile, Akbar suppressed Marwar. Again, the battle for freedom from new rule or a dispute
between Muslims and Hindus did not stop Rana of Mewar. It will often be presented as the statement
of the ideal of neighboring freedom to a certain degree. Akbar's Rajput system did not create a
structure that would be hated by the nation's Muslim majority or endanger the Muslim populace.

Akbar's break with universality begins with the announcement of the mahzar and the downfall of
Sadr Abdun Nabi, the manager of the empire. The Restoration of Jiziya (1575): Akbar was actively
preparing for war with Mewar at this point, suggesting that he believed he could use religion for
political gain. The Rajputs emerged as the elite of the Empire and were eventually drawn in by their
ties to the Mughals. It largely happened as a consequence of Mirza Hakim's onslaught, during which
Akbar fervently trusted the Rajputs, who subsequently proved to be remarkably strong and reliable.
Man Singh was granted authority over the Indus region in exchange for Bhagwant Das being named
the administrative leader of Lahore. Akbar also attempted to marry into the Rajput ruling families in
an attempt to forge close relations, which attracted the attention of his rulers Salim and Daniyal.
These connections show that Akbar wanted to advance his successor so that he could keep up good
ties with the Rajputs. In 1583-1584, Akbar began a new procedure for choosing devout Muslims and
Hindus with blue bloods to do administrative tasks. For example, Akbar's close colleague Raja Birbal
was in danger because of his significance. Rai Durga Sisodia of Rampur and Raja Todar Mal were
given particular responsibilities by the pay division. It is impossible to say for sure how successful
this communication technique is.
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In the same way, Jahangir fulfilled his father's commitment. Despite his tolerance for Rajputs, his
government had fewer Rajputs in high posts. He also tried to convince Mewar to make the concession
that it had previously denied. He often sent a small contingent of Mughul warriors to attack Mewar
from the start of his reign. Rana Amar Singh battled the Mughals with the same vigor as his father.
Even though the Mughals had essentially ruined Mewar and erected military strongholds all over the
place, he refused to surrender.

However, he eventually consented to peace under the guidance of Prince Karan and a few of his
nobles, and the Mughals accepted the deal in 1615 A.D. on the following conditions: The Rana
acknowledged the Mughul king's authority and designated his son and heir, the independent Karan,
to represent him at the Mughul court. The Rana were not questioned about forming a marriage
relationship with the Mughul ruler. Keeping in mind the demand that Chittor's post not be fixed,
Jahangir made his way back to the Rana district of Mewar. Thus ended the long-running battle
between Mewar and the Mughals. The Ranas of Mewar were aware of this agreement until
Aurangzeb's efforts to impose his will on the region.

It would be inaccurate to believe that Rana Amar Singh disgraced his father, Rana Pratap, by
endorsing the Mughal ceasefire and did all in his ability to damage Mewar's name. Just as valiantly as
Rana Pratap had battled the Mughals, Amar Singh only surrendered when urged to do so by Prince
Karan, his son and heir, and a number of his nobles. After that, he still felt dissatisfied, so he quickly
handed his kid the business. After that, he lived out the rest of his days in a barren region known as
Nauchauki.

The subjects of the Rana also sought peace. The protracted and challenging battle with the Mughals
effectively devastated Mewar. Harmony was required for its restoration. Jahangir, for his part,
sentenced Rana to very light terms. He didn't try to disparage the Rana in any way. In actuality, he
returned command of the Chittor fortress and the whole Mewar area.

Like his father and grandfather, Shah Jahan used Rajput strategies. The Rajputs really backed the
Mughal empire during his rule. Their situation was less clear now than it had been before, however.
When Shah Jahan was Prince Khurram and reigned under Jahangir, he had the authority to crush the
Rajput kingdom of Mewar. However, Jagat Singh, the Rana of Mewar, started to violate the 1615
agreement and bolster the Chittor garrison once again when he was in power. In this manner, Shah
Jahan had sent an army against Mewar and then the Ran.

5. CONCLUSION

The Mughals' approach to dealing with the Rajputs during this period contributed to the expansion
and strengthening of the empire. Actually, a significant portion of its planning was focused on
satisfying the imperial government's political demands. When determining whether or not to form an
alliance with the Rajputs, the various kingdoms under the Mughal emperor considered other factors.
The selected approach was influenced by the nation's geostrategic surroundings, social elements, and
the ways in which the aristocratic groups struggled for independence or dominance. It is evident
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from the discussion so far of Aurangzeb's contacts with the Rajputs that under his rule, the Mughal
government's relations with the Rajputs reverted to those of his ancestors. Despite the Rajputs'
reputation for strength, bravery, and devotion, he was unable to maintain their allegiance as a result.
Additionally, it prevented Aurangzeb from maintaining a trustworthy staff of astute administrators
and valiant troops. It also cost the Mughal Empire a great deal of money, reputation, and troops. The
other aristocratic families were inspired to rebel against Aurangzeb when the Rajputs revolted
against his authority. This contributed to the fall of the Mughal Empire by causing the emperor's
authority over the administration to wane. This was among the factors that contributed to its
occurrence. Therefore, although Aurangzeb's defiance of Akbar's Rajput policy had a significant
impact on the Mughal Empire, it cannot be held solely responsible for the Mughal kingdom's demise.
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