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Abstract 

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 in India represents a comprehensive reform initiative 
aimed at transforming the country's education system. Among its various objectives, NEP-2020 
places a strong emphasis on promoting quality academic research within the higher education 
landscape. Drawing from a diverse range of sources, including policy documents, academic literature, 
and empirical data, this study assesses the provisions and mechanisms introduced by NEP-2020 to 
foster research excellence. It delves into the key components of the policy that directly influence 
academic research, such as multidisciplinarity, autonomy, funding, and digital infrastructure. The 
findings of this research contribute to a deeper understanding of the transformative potential of NEP-
2020 in elevating the quality of academic research in India and offer valuable recommendations for 
further enhancing research outcomes. As India continues to evolve as a knowledge economy, the 
policies and initiatives outlined in NEP-2020 stand as a pivotal force in shaping the nation's research 
ecosystem. 
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Introduction 

India's educational landscape has witnessed a significant paradigm shift with the advent of the 
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. A visionary document, NEP-2020 is designed to overhaul and 
modernize the entire education system, from school education to higher education. Among its 
manifold objectives, NEP-2020 unequivocally underscores the pivotal role of academic research in 
India's journey toward becoming a global knowledge powerhouse. Academic research is the bedrock 
upon which innovation, progress, and societal development rest. Recognizing this, NEP-2020 
embarks on a mission to reinvigorate and elevate the quality and relevance of academic research in 
India.  

Despite the critical importance of research, as per the World Development Indicators published by 
the World Bank, India allocates a mere 0.69% of its GDP to research. In contrast, countries such as 
Germany, the US, China, and Japan allocate significantly higher percentages of their GDP to research, 
with figures of 3%, 2.8%, 2%, and 3.2%, respectively. The pressing challenges facing India, including 
sanitation, quality education, healthcare, improved transportation, air quality, energy, and 
infrastructure, demand the implementation of innovative approaches and solutions through high-
quality interdisciplinary research across various fields. This research must be conducted within 
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India's borders and cannot merely be imported from other countries. The capability to conduct 
independent research also enables a nation to cultivate its own research landscape and capabilities. 
In essence, NEP-2020 heralds a new era for academic research in India—one that aspires to 
transform the nation into a vibrant hub of innovation and knowledge creation. As India implements 
the National Education Policy 2020 (NEP-2020) with a strong focus on improving the quality of 
academic research, it is instructive to examine how these reforms compare to education policies in 
other countries. International comparisons offer insights into best practices, potential challenges, and 
the global competitiveness of India's research ecosystem.  

Impact of NEP-2020 on Academic Research 

The National Education Policy 2020 heralds a new era for academic research in India. It introduces a 
series of reforms aimed at revitalizing the research ecosystem, fostering a culture of innovation, and 
aligning academic research with the needs of society and the global knowledge economy. 

Multidisciplinarity and Holistic Research: NEP-2020 places a significant emphasis on 
multidisciplinary education and research. By breaking down silos between traditional academic 
disciplines, the policy aims to encourage researchers to explore new frontiers and address complex, 
real-world challenges. Academic institutions are encouraged to establish interdisciplinary research 
centers and departments, fostering collaboration among researchers from diverse backgrounds. As a 
result, NEP-2020 seeks to facilitate the emergence of holistic, cross-cutting research endeavors. 

Autonomy and Academic Freedom: Academic freedom is a cornerstone of high-quality research. 
NEP-2020 recognizes this fundamental principle by advocating for greater autonomy for universities 
and colleges. Institutions are encouraged to develop their own research agendas, curricula, and 
evaluation mechanisms. This autonomy grants researchers the freedom to pursue cutting-edge 
research without undue bureaucratic constraints. 

Funding and Research Infrastructure: A critical component of fostering quality academic research 
is the allocation of adequate funding and the development of state-of-the-art research infrastructure. 
NEP-2020 acknowledges this need and emphasizes the importance of financial support for research 
projects. In line with this, the policy envisions an increase in both public and private sector 
investments in research and development. It encourages the establishment of research parks, 
innovation hubs, and research clusters to create an environment conducive to high-quality research. 
Additionally, NEP-2020 promotes the expansion of research-oriented infrastructure, such as 
laboratories, libraries, and digital resources, to enhance the research capabilities of institutions. 

Quality Assessment and Peer Review: To ensure the quality and relevance of academic research, 
NEP-2020 underscores the importance of robust quality assessment mechanisms. It encourages 
institutions to establish rigorous evaluation criteria and peer review processes for research outputs. 
This commitment to quality assessment is expected to enhance the credibility and impact of research 
conducted in India. It aligns with global best practices and aims to elevate Indian research to 
international standards. Moreover, the policy envisions the creation of platforms for researchers to 
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disseminate their work and engage with peer communities on a global scale. 

International Collaboration: NEP-2020 recognizes the significance of international collaboration in 
research. It encourages institutions to forge partnerships with foreign universities and research 
institutions. These collaborations can facilitate knowledge exchange, joint research projects, and 
access to global research networks. 

Promotion of Indigenous Knowledge: In a nod to India's rich cultural heritage, NEP-2020 places 
emphasis on the preservation and promotion of indigenous and traditional knowledge systems. The 
policy envisions a harmonious blend of traditional wisdom and modern research, fostering a unique 
research landscape that celebrates India's diverse knowledge traditions. 

National Research Foundation (NRF)  

The National Education Policy of 2020 introduced the concept of a New National Research 
Foundation (NRF) with a primary objective: fostering a pervasive "Research Culture" within our 
Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) and universities. This initiative aims to catalyze exceptional 
academic research across various fields. The NRF's mission revolves around nurturing research and 
innovation within educational institutions nationwide while also providing essential support and 
sowing the seeds of research. Dedicated solely to research endeavors, this institution is well-
positioned to ensure the long-term sustainability and rapid expansion of Research and Development 
(R&D) activities. Consequently, it broadens the horizons of research and bridges existing gaps in the 
academic landscape. 

Furthermore, the National Education Policy emphasizes the establishment of vibrant research 
communities spanning different disciplines. This strategic approach seeks to enhance the efficiency 
of both material and human resources. Within its scope of operations, the NRF aims to identify peer-
reviewed, competitive grant proposals across all academic disciplines. Simultaneously, it plays a 
crucial role in initiating, facilitating, and promoting research activities within Higher Education 
Institutions, thus encompassing a comprehensive spectrum of research-related endeavors. 
Institutions engaged in funding research, such as the Department of Science and Technology (DST), 
Department of Atomic Energy  (DAE),  Department of  Bio-Technology (DBT),  Indian  Council  of  
Agriculture  Research  (ICAR), Indian  Council of  Medical Research (ICMR), Indian  Council  of  
Historical  Research (ICHR),  and University Grants Commission  (UGC),  as well as private and 
charitable groups, will continue to fund research independently based on their objectives and 
requirements. 

MERU: Model Multidisciplinary Education and Research University 

The National Education Policy (NEP) places a significant emphasis on adopting a multidisciplinary 
approach to education as a solution to address the current lack of research activities in most 
universities and colleges, along with the need for transparent and competitive peer-reviewed 
research funding across various fields. This policy outlines the establishment of three distinct types 
of research institutions. Type 1 institutions will primarily focus on achieving world-class research 
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standards while also delivering high-quality teaching across all disciplines. Type 2 institutions will 
prioritize high-quality teaching across disciplines while also making substantial contributions to 
research endeavors. At the undergraduate level, Type 3 institutions will concentrate on delivering 
high-quality teaching across a broad spectrum of disciplines. Collectively, these institutions will be 
collectively referred to as Research-Intensive Universities (RUs), Teaching Universities (TUs), and 
Autonomous Degree-Granting Schools (ACs). 

Challenges and Opportunities 

The implementation of India's National Education Policy 2020 (NEP-2020) with regard to quality 
academic research brings forth a set of distinct challenges and opportunities: 

1. Funding Constraints: 

Challenge: One of the foremost challenges is the availability of adequate funding to support research 
activities. NEP-2020 outlines ambitious goals for research, but realizing them requires substantial 
financial resources.  

Opportunity: NEP-2020's emphasis on increased funding presents an opportunity for institutions 
and the government to explore innovative funding mechanisms. This includes partnerships with 
industry, philanthropy, and international organizations. Leveraging these diverse funding sources can 
enhance the research ecosystem. 

2. Faculty Development: 

Challenge: Developing a cadre of highly qualified and motivated faculty members who are capable of 
conducting high-quality research is a formidable challenge. Faculty recruitment, retention, and 
continuous professional development are essential but resource-intensive tasks. 

Opportunity: NEP-2020's focus on faculty development offers an opportunity for institutions to 
invest in the growth and skills enhancement of their faculty. By providing training, research 
mentorship, and incentives, institutions can cultivate a research-oriented faculty. 

3. Infrastructure and Technology: 

Challenge: Ensuring access to modern research infrastructure and technology across all institutions, 
including those in rural or underserved areas, is a complex challenge.  

Opportunity: NEP-2020's acknowledgment of the importance of digital infrastructure opens 
opportunities for institutions to enhance their technological capabilities.  

4. Interdisciplinary Collaboration: 

Challenge: Faculty and researchers may resist collaborating across traditional boundaries, and 
institutional structures may not readily facilitate interdisciplinary projects. 

Opportunity: The policy's encouragement of interdisciplinary collaboration presents an opportunity 
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for institutions to create an environment that fosters cross-disciplinary research.  

5. Quality Assessment: 

Challenge: Establishing rigorous quality assessment mechanisms that are consistently applied 
across institutions can be a complex task. Ensuring impartiality and the maintenance of high 
standards in peer review and evaluation processes require careful oversight. 

Opportunity: NEP-2020's emphasis on quality assurance provides an opportunity to enhance the 
credibility of Indian research on the global stage. Developing transparent and robust evaluation 
criteria can help institutions benchmark their research against international standards. 

6. International Collaboration: 

Challenge: While NEP-2020 encourages international collaboration, ensuring effective partnerships 
and managing cross-border research projects can be challenging. Differences in research cultures, 
administrative processes, and funding mechanisms may pose obstacles. 

Opportunity: International collaboration offers institutions and researchers access to global 
networks, diverse perspectives, and funding opportunities. NEP-2020 creates an environment 
conducive to forging international partnerships and leveraging global expertise. 

By adopting innovative approaches, fostering collaboration, and leveraging available resources, 
institutions can navigate these challenges and elevate the quality and impact of academic research in 
the country. NEP-2020 stands as a catalyst for transformative change, and how India responds to 
these challenges will shape the future of its research ecosystem. 

Future Directions and Recommendations 

As India continues to implement the National Education Policy 2020 (NEP-2020), the future of 
academic research in the country is poised for transformation. To harness the full potential of NEP-
2020 and further enhance the quality of academic research, the following future directions and 
recommendations merit consideration: 

1. Ensure a sustained and consistent commitment to research funding. India should aim to 
gradually increase its investment in research and development (R&D) as a percentage of GDP, 
aligning with international standards. This sustained funding commitment is essential to 
nurture long-term research excellence. 

2. Expedite efforts to enhance institutional autonomy. Encourage universities and colleges to 
establish research-driven cultures by allowing them greater flexibility in decision-making, 
curriculum development, and resource allocation. This autonomy fosters an environment where 
researchers can thrive. 

3. Invest in comprehensive faculty development programs. These initiatives should encompass 
training in research methodology, grant writing, and interdisciplinary collaboration. Incentivize 
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faculty members to engage in research, mentor emerging researchers, and stay updated with 
advancements in their respective fields. 

4. Accelerate the expansion of digital infrastructure and access to technology. Ensure that even 
remote and underserved areas have access to high-speed internet, digital libraries, and research 
tools. This will democratize access to research resources and enable researchers across the 
country. 

5. Develop standardized quality assurance mechanisms. Establish transparent and internationally 
recognized evaluation processes for research outputs, including publications, patents, and 
projects. These mechanisms should be consistently applied across institutions, fostering a 
culture of rigorous research. 

6. Actively foster international collaboration. Encourage Indian institutions and researchers to 
engage in global partnerships, joint projects, and knowledge exchange programs. Leverage 
initiatives like the Global Initiative of Academic Networks (GIAN) to attract international 
experts. 

7. Promote the integration of indigenous knowledge systems into research. Establish dedicated 
centers or institutes for the preservation and advancement of indigenous knowledge. Encourage 
research that leverages traditional wisdom to address contemporary challenges. 

8. Conduct regular assessments of the research ecosystem's progress. Implement comprehensive 
evaluations of the impact of NEP-2020 on research quality, collaboration, and innovation. Use 
data-driven insights to make informed policy adjustments and improvements. 

9. Continuously benchmark India's research performance against global standards. Engage in 
international ranking systems to gauge the competitiveness of Indian universities and research 
institutions. Strive for improvement in global rankings. 

10. Encourage collaboration between public and private sectors in research. Facilitate partnerships 
that fund and support research projects aligned with national priorities. Foster innovation-
driven ecosystems that bridge academia and industry. 

11. Prioritize research ethics and integrity. Develop and enforce guidelines and codes of conduct to 
ensure ethical research practices. This includes transparency in authorship, data management, 
and adherence to ethical standards. 

In light of the above recommendations, the NEP-2020 proposes that large multidisciplinary higher 
education cluster should be planned and established so as to inculcate the spirit of multidisciplinary 
creativity in academic research. In conclusion, NEP-2020 offers a transformative blueprint for 
elevating the quality of academic research in India. However, realizing its full potential requires a 
steadfast commitment to implementation and continuous improvement. By embracing these future 
directions and recommendations, India can establish itself as a global hub for cutting-edge research, 
innovation, and knowledge creation, contributing significantly to national development and global 
progress. 
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Conclusion 

India's National Education Policy 2020 (NEP-2020) represents a watershed moment in the country's 
educational landscape, with far-reaching implications for quality academic research. The NEP-2020 
underscores the pivotal role of research in India's journey to become a global knowledge 
powerhouse. It champions multidisciplinarity, autonomy, and enhanced funding, aligning with 
international trends that prioritize holistic, innovative, and well-funded research. While NEP-2020 
lays a solid foundation for research transformation, it also presents challenges. The effective 
implementation of its ambitious goals requires overcoming funding constraints, streamlining 
institutional autonomy, and bridging the digital divide. Additionally, establishing transparent quality 
assessment mechanisms and promoting interdisciplinary collaboration are ongoing imperatives. 
However, NEP-2020 offers a multitude of opportunities. It encourages institutions to innovate, foster 
interdisciplinary collaboration, and leverage international partnerships. The policy empowers 
researchers to explore uncharted territories, preserve indigenous knowledge, and address global 
challenges through their work. In conclusion, NEP-2020 is a catalyst for transformative change in the 
realm of academic research in India. It sets the stage for a brighter future where research knows no 
bounds, where innovation flourishes, and where India's rich cultural heritage is celebrated as a 
source of wisdom and inspiration. By embracing the opportunities and addressing the challenges, 
India can propel itself into a new era of research excellence, contributing significantly to global 
progress and societal well-being. 
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